
T he Rambam poskens that longing for 

Moshiach’s coming is an obligation 

required of every Jew. For the average 

person, fulfilling this obligation on a consistent 

basis can require a lot of mental and emotional 

work—just like other emotions that Hashem wants 

us to include in our Torah and mitzvos, such as 

ahavas Hashem, yiras Hashem, and simcha shel 

mitzvah.

But there is a major difference between longing 

for Moshiach and those feelings of love, awe, 

and joy. All of those emotions make a person feel 

good, to the point that they can give us a spiritual 

“high”. Longing for Moshiach, however, tends to 

be disappointing or frustrating, like any unfulfilled 

desire.1 The Rebbe even acknowledges the feeling 

of pain (“tzaar”) that comes with developing such a 

strong desire.2

So why should we push ourselves to develop a 

true thirst for Geulah if it hurts? From where can 

we take the emotional strength to really dedicate 

ourselves to fulfilling this obligation?

In one sicha, the Rebbe explains that the reason for 

the obligation is that when we feel a true longing 

for Moshiach’s coming, it will bring us to daven 

more and request from Hashem that Moshiach 

should come, which will cause him to come faster.3

Now, obviously, this answer makes sense logically. 

If you long for Moshiach more, then you’ll daven 

for his coming more, and Hashem will respond by 

sending him sooner. But on an emotional level, is 

that really compelling enough to motivate us to 

deal with the pain and disappointment we may 

face?

That depends on us. Specifically, it depends on 

whether we truly believe in the second half of what 

the Rebbe is saying—that our prayers are effective 

in making Moshiach come faster. And that itself 

depends on a more general belief, that our prayers 

are effective at all. In other words, do we really 

believe that Hashem is listening to us and taking 

our requests into account?

If we are strong in that belief that Hashem is really 

listening, then that means He is also listening 

to our requests for Geulah, and this can give 

us strength to deal with the pain of longing for 

Moshiach—knowing that that the tefillos that flow 

from this longing are a true path to the Geulah, 

especially in a time that the Rebbe told us that 

we have to be m’kabel p’nei Moshiach Tzidkeinu 

b’poel mamash.

But if we forget that davening is a real 

communication with Hashem that can really 

bring about a ratzon chadash, as explained in 

Chassidus, then obviously we will not feel that 

yearning for Moshiach is worth the work, pain, or 

disappointment.

Let’s stay strong. Keep learning about Moshiach. 

Build your yearning for him to come. Daven with 

the awareness that Hashem is really listening. In 

this way, we’ll wake up from the dream of Golus 

very soon.
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1 Of course, when Moshiach actually does arrive, those who felt the most intense longing will also have the 

strongest feeling of simcha, as the Rebbe explains with regard to Miriam and her merirus over Golus Mitzrayim.

2 See, for example, Sichas Parshas Vaeschanan 5748, footnote 91.

3 See the source mentioned in footnote 2. The Rebbe’s lashon is: “k’dei sheyispalel yoser v’yakesh al biaso, v’al 

yedei zeh yachish biaso b’poel mamash”.
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