
T here is a sicha where the Rebbe divides the 

Frierdieker Rebbe’s avodah into three time 

periods: the time of his father’s nesius (5640-

5680), the time of his own nesius “b’chaim chayuso b’alma 

dein” (5680-5710), and the time of the “continuation of 

his nesius after his histalkus” (beginning on the eleventh 

day of the eleventh month of the eleventh year [5711]).1 

Even though in that particular sicha the Rebbe focuses 

primarily on the progressive spread of Chassidus in those 

three tekufos, perhaps we can use the concept to answer 

this question as well.

To my knowledge, our Rebbe is the one who coined the 

phrase “Limud Inyonei Moshiach u’Geulah”, and he is 

certainly the one who declared it to be the “the straight 

path” to bringing the Geulah in our time, putting a greater 

emphasis on it than ever before. But the Rebbe Rashab 

and the Frierdieker Rebbe certainly planted the seeds 

that sprouted into this horaah that the Rebbe so often 

repeated in the later years.2

On Simchas Torah 5661, in the famous “Kol HaYotzei 

L’Milchemes Beis Dovid” sicha, the Rebbe Rashab warned 

of a time when even religious Jews would have weak faith 

in the coming of Moshiach and called for the temimim to 

wage a war against this weak faith. The eitzah he advised, 

though, was to spread Chassidus. He did not specifically 

instruct the Chassidim to teach about Moshiach and 

Geulah. Nevertheless, the need for us to have strong 

faith in the coming of Moshiach—which learning about 

Moshiach obviously helps us with—became apparent.

The Frierdieker Rebbe, though, took it a step further. 

In addition to the famous call of “immediate teshuva, 

immediate redemption” (“l’altar l’teshuva, l’altar 

l’Geulah”)—which does not really call for learning about 

Moshiach per se—he also actively encouraged Chassidim 

to think about Moshiach and Geulah specifically. 

One powerful example of this comes from the Frierdieker 

Rebbe’s second Pesach seder in 5703.3 When he reached 

“kol yemei chayecha l’havi Yemos haMoshiach” in the 

Haggadah, he offered two explanations of it:

One must think about how every component of this world 

will be when Moshiach comes.

Throughout the days of exile in the “six thousand years of 

the world”, one’s intent in all of his avodah must be that 

the avodah should bring the days of Moshiach. One can be 

in Golus and not know that the true purpose of the Golus 

is the Geulah. Rather, one might mistake the Golus itself 

for a purpose. One is happy with Golus and only wants 

to be like all of the nations, but he does not want to leave 

Golus.

The Frierdieker Rebbe then continues to explain various 

attitudes that might cause a person not to have the proper 

yearning to leave Golus—obviously, with the intent that 

we should make sure not to have those attitudes.

So, did the Frierdieker Rebbe use the words, “You should 

now go learn Torah about Moshiach and Geulah”? Did 

he tell us, like the Rebbe did, to use indexes in the back of 

seforim to look up Geulah, Moshiach, and the like?4 

No. But he told us that we should think about what the 

world of Geulah will be like and that we need live every 

moment of our lives with complete clarity that the Geulah 

is both our purpose and something that we all should 

want. What better way to bring ourselves to that point 

than to learn Inyonei Moshiach u’Geulah?

The Rebbe is the hemshech of the Frierdieker Rebbe 

who clarified how crucial this focus on Moshiach is to the 

avodah of our time and made it crystal clear how to make 

it happen b’poel.

AND

DID THE EARLIER REBBEIM TELL US TO 

LEARN ABOUT MOSHIACH?
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1 Sichas Parshas Va’eira 5752, ois 10. See there at length for the context and connection to Yud Shevat.

2 This is not necessarily to exclude the earlier Rebbeim as well.

3 Sefer HaSichos 5703, pg. 73. (Translation partly borrowed from the English Likkutei Dibburim, vol. III, pg. 132-33.)

4 Sichas Parshas Tazria-Metzora 5751, footnote 110.
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