LEARNING ABOUT MOSHIACH -
A KEY TO OUR HISKASHRUS

BY ARYEH GUREWITZ

hen you think of the word “hiskashrus”,

what do you think about? What does being

“m’kushar” to the Rebbe really mean,
practically?

Maybe you think of the Hayom Yom in which the
Frierdieker Rebbe states that true hiskashrus to him is
through learning his Torah, connecting to Anash, and
fulfilling his requests to say Tehillim and have set times for
learning.!

Maybe you think of one of the countless times the Rebbe
spoke about shlichus—how we are the emissaries he sends
out to fulfill his mission.

Perhaps you, like me, think of us as partners with the Rebbe
in bringing the Geulah, like the Rebbe said on Yud-Daled
Kislev: “Today is the day that connected me with you and
you with me, and together we’ll toil to bring? the Geulah ha-
amitis v’ha-shleimah.”®

However, there is one thing that we need to know clearly,
regardless of which descriptions of hiskashrus stand out
to us the most, and, perhaps, that we should see in each
of those ideas—which is that Limud Inyonei Moshiach
u’Geulah is a vital aspect of our hiskashrus.

Now, one might find this to be somewhat of a chiddush.
After all, do we ever find that the Rebbe directly states

that learning about Moshiach is part of hiskashrus, davka?
Perhaps not, but if we think beyond the words and consider
the idea of hiskashrus in a practical way, I think we will see
that this is true.

Any definition of hiskashrus that we might use requires us
to be “on the same page” as the Rebbe, so to speak. That
includes being on the same page intellectually, emotionally,
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and practically.* Intellectually, we should understand the
Rebbe’s perspective on any given issue to the best of our
ability and believe in it. On an emotional level, if we know
the Rebbe feels strongly about something, that’s how we
should feel as well. Then, practically—and, ha-maaseh hu
ha-ikar—the way the Rebbe wants us to act is always the
way that we strive to act. All of this is true even though we
obviously know that we’re not perfect and will have to work
on ourselves to achieve this.

Just to clarify this further, consider an example. The

Rebbe instructed us to change the minhag from previous
generations and begin to put on Rabbeinu Tam’s tefillin
from the time of Bar Mitzvah, explaining why this is
necessary in our time. Could you imagine if a chossid would
mock or disagree with the Rebbe’s explanation, decline to
put on Rabbeinu Tam’s tefillin, and refuse to buy them for
his sons? As much as we would obviously be m’lamed z’chus
on our fellow Yid, no one would suggest that this is an
example of healthy hiskashrus.

The same is true when it comes to the Rebbe’s instruction to
learn about Moshiach and Geulah. The Rebbe understands
this to be the “derech ha-yasharah”, the fastest and easiest
way, from among all the ways of the Torah, to bring the
Geulah®—which is the goal of the Rebbe’s nesius® and which
the Rebbe described as the “ikar inyan” of the Nasi HaDor!”

Coming out of Yud and Yud-Alef Shevat, we have to be on
the same page as the Rebbe. Bringing the Geulah must be
our ikar inyan, and we must realize that properly learning,
teaching, thinking, speaking, and writing about Moshiach
and Geulah is the Rebbe’s way to do it.® Most importantly,
ha-maaseh hu ha-ikar—we have to actually go ahead and do it.
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