
Q Of course, in a certain sense, it doesn’t matter 

whether we want to be part of Dor HaShevii or not. 

The reality is that we are. This is what the Rebbe said 

in the first maamar:1 “Even though this that we are the seventh 

generation is … in many ways, possibly not according to our will, 

nevertheless, ‘all sevenths are cherished’. [This means] that 

we are found in Ikvesa d’Meshicha, b’siyum d’ikvesa, and the 

avodah is to finish drawing down the Shechinah...”

Let’s think about that. Why would the Rebbe say that it’s 

possible that we wouldn’t want to be part of Dor HaShevii? 

The idea of Dor haShevii is that by teaching the world about 

Elokus, we finish the avodah that the Jewish people have been 

working on for almost two thousand years of Golus, leading to 

our Geulah and Hashem’s Dirah Betachtonim! If so, is it not an 

incredible, unique z’chus to be part of this generation? Why 

would anyone not want to be part of it?

A Of course, the question is an emotional one and 

a subjective one, so anyone’s thoughts are valid. 

The following is just one answer that came to 

mind based on a pair of expressions that the Rebbe often used 

together: “godel ha’zchus” and “godel ha-achrayus”—the great 

merit and the great responsibility.

In Yiddishkeit, these two very often go together. For example, 

it is a big z’chus to be a sandak by a bris milah, but there is also 

a major responsibility involved, as the kavannos of the sandak 

affect the baby for the rest of his life. The same is true with 

other kibbudim as well. Usually, the greater the honor, the 

greater the impact—whether in the higher worlds or in this one.

If so, when does one choose to accept the “godel haz’chus” and 

“godel ha-achrayus” that come together? Usually it is when he 

appreciates the z’chus more than he fears the achrayus. If the 

responsibility weighs too heavily on a person, he will pass on 

the opportunity, despite the z’chus he could have.

Let’s bring this out a bit more with an example. Suppose you 

were asked to blow tekios in the Rebbe’s minyan on Rosh 

Hashanah. Would you do it? It would be an honor that words 

cannot do justice. On the other hand, thousands of people 

would be depending on you to blow shofar properly so they 

could be yotzei this “mitzvah ramah v’nisah m’od”2. Plus, the 

whole upcoming year of all those people would depend at least 

partially—perhaps significantly—on how well you followed the 

halachos, focused on the kavannos, and sincerely cried out to 

Hashem. If you’re ready to take on that responsibility, then you 

would obviously take the z’chus. If not, then you would pass.

The same concept seems to apply to Dor HaShevii, except that 

in this case, we cannot choose not to be part of it. Our only 

choice is whether we will embrace it or ignore it. We have the 

z’chus to fulfill Hashem’s desire and bring to fruition His intent 

for the whole Creation by bringing Moshiach, but along with 

that comes an unprecedented responsibility, which is—among 

other things—that we must intellectually and emotionally 

accept this fact that our Yiddishkeit will bring—and, at this 

stage, has already brought3—transformation to the world. 

It is often much easier to think of our Yiddishkeit as a private 

matter between us and Hashem or as something that impacts 

higher realms that we might struggle to understand anyway—

bringing the Shechina from the sixth heaven to the fifth, or the 

like. In previous generations, this was acceptable. Even though 

our ancestors also had to believe in and long for Moshiach, the 

earlier Rebbeim did not make a foundation of Yiddishkeit out 

of these feelings the way our Rebbe did.4 But in Dor HaShevii, 

we have to work on ourselves and make Moshiach and Geulah 

real to us, and the whole world depends on it.

Luckily, the Rebbe told us the “derech ha-yasharah” to achieve 

the goal of Dor haShevii at this final stage, so we don’t have to 

be afraid of the achrayus. We can just get involved in learning 

Inyonei Moshiach u’Geulah properly, and this will help us come 

to rejoice in the z’chus of being in Dor HaShevii until we finally 

complete our avodah to bring Moshiach.
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1 Basi Legani 5711, end of ois 3.

2 Yom Tov shel Rosh Hashanah 5666 at the beginning.

3 See Sichas Parshas Toldos 5750. Mishpatim 5752.

4 This language is based on the Rebbe’s own words in the farbrengen of Purim 5747, ois 10, where the Rebbe discusses 

this shift in emphasis across the generations and even within his own Nesius. See also Sichas Parshas Ki Seitzei 5748, ois 5.
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