
Q The sicha of Terumah 5752 is famous for the 

Rebbe’s statement that every Jew is rich, not only 

spiritually but also in the simple, physical sense—

and if we don’t see this in a revealed way, this is only because 

we need to reveal it through our avodah. More than that, 

the Rebbe says this not only as a statement of fact, but as an 

instruction to “try to be rich in all matters,” both spiritual 

and material.1

The question is, why is it suddenly important for Jews to be 

rich? Historically speaking, frum Jews are more commonly 

associated with poverty and struggle than wealth and 

comfort, even if there were exceptions to that. Plus, there 

are some indications that lacking gashmiyus is better for our 

avodas Hashem than having it in abundance. For example, 

we all know that the Alter Rebbe supported Russia in the 

war against Napoleon even though Napoleon’s rule would 

have brought more economic prosperity to the Yidden. 

More simply, Pirkei Avos2 teaches us: “Who is rich? He 

who is happy with his lot”—downplaying the importance of 

having wealth in the plain, material sense. In light of all this, 

why does the Rebbe instruct us to try to be rich?

A Let’s clarify something about the history of 

wealth among the Jewish people. When we 

think of frum Jews being poor, we’re mainly 

envisioning life in the shtetl and the difficulty of keeping 

up with the high costs of rent, tuition, and kosher food for a 

large family today. But this is only a small part of the picture. 

If we look further back in our history, we find that there 

are times when Hashem blessed us with incredible, almost 

hyperbolic wealth. When we left Mitzrayim, “There wasn’t a 

single person among Yisroel who didn’t have ninety Libyan 

donkeys loaded with silver and gold from Mitzrayim.”3 

Similarly, the time of Shlomo HaMelech was a time of great 

material wealth, to the point that silver was considered to be 

worth nothing.4

Why were these instances so extremely different than the 

typical image we have of our ancestors’ wealth over the 

last several hundred years? The answer is as simple as the 

difference between Golus and Geulah. Yetzias Mitzrayim 

was the original Geulah and the model for all the others 

that would follow, including the final Geulah. The reign of 

Shlomo HaMelech is the closest model we have for what 

life will be like in Yemos HaMoshiach, as explained in 

Chassidus.5 And, of course, when Moshiach does come, we 

are promised that all of the good things will be as plentiful as 

dust. By contrast, our more recent history is merely part of a 

Golus that has extended long enough to sometimes make us 

forget that life as Jew could be very different.

Based on this, we can explain very simply why the Rebbe 

emphasizes that we should try to be rich, both b’ruchniyus 

and b’gashmiyus. The answer is that we have reached a time 

when our avodah is—as the Rebbe said in another sicha, only 

a few months before this sicha of Parshas Terumah—to live 

a life that is, in every detail, a me’ein v’dugma of the life of 

Yidden in Yemos HaMoshiach.6 The material and spiritual 

wealth the Rebbe is calling for can be understood as a prat 

within that klal.7 The life of Yemos HaMoshiach is not a 

life of working hard just to make ends meet or struggling to 

balance our ruchniyus and gashmiyus. It is a life in which 

we have much more gashmiyus than we could possibly 

need and, at the same time, a life in which we realize that 

the abundant gashmiyus is not even truly valuable on its 

own. It is only a means to an end, allowing us to do what is 

really important, which is to be rich b’ruchniyus, fulfilling 

Hashem’s Will b’tachlis ha-shleimus. The Rebbe is telling us 

that as we stand in the last moments of Golus, we can choose 

to be rich b’ruchniyus, making avodas Hashem our priority, 

as it will be in Yemos HaMoshiach—and if we do that, the 

Rebbe says, then the ashirus b’gashmiyus will follow.
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3 Bechoros 5b. The Rebbe points this out in the sicha, as well.

4 Podoh b’Shalom 5726, ois 7, based on Melachim Alef 10:21, Divrei HaYamim Beis 9:20.

5 Podoh b’Shalom 5775. Podoh b’Shalom and L’Havin Inyan Neiros Chanukah 5726.

6 Sichas Simchas Torah 5752, ois 2.

7 Note the Rebbe’s expression in the Simchas Torah sicha—that this avodah of living a me’ein v’dugma 

of the life of Yemos HaMoshiach is required on Simchas Torah and continuing throughout the whole year.
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