DON’T DO AN AVODAH ZARAH!

BY ARYEH GUREWITZ

Realistically speaking, how can we be expected

to really understand the inner dimension of

what Geulah is all about? We are the generation
of “Tkvesa d’Meshicha”—the heels of Moshiach, and
the heels of the whole Jewish people throughout the
generations. Our main avodah is mesiras nefesh and
kabbalas ol malchus shamayim, and halavai we would
understand and appreciate topics that are much simpler
than Gilui Ohr Ein Sof, Yichud Mah u’Ban, Yesh HaNivru
Hu Yesh HoAmiti, Gilui Atzmus, Etzem HaNeshoma, and
those kinds of deep concepts that tend to come up when
Moshiach is discussed in Chassidus.

While all of the above certainly has validity,

there are also clear indications from the

Rebbe that the avodah of our time also
includes learning the deepest concepts in Chassidus.!

In one sicha,? the Rebbe connects this to the beginning
of this week’s parsha—wx1 nx xwn »>—saying that we need
to pick up our heads and learn the deepest concepts in
Torah—including Pnimiyus HaTorah—and teach them to
others as well, even those who are in the early stages of
their learning. Failure to do so even constitutes a form of
avodah zarah—not idol worship, of course, but an “avodah
she-zarah lo”—a true avodas Hashem, but nevertheless,
one that is “zarah” for you, since you are capable of doing
something incomparably greater.? As if that language
weren’t strong enough, the Rebbe goes on to warn that if
we do not engage with these deep concepts, it can have a
highly undesirable effect on the community at large.

Considering that the Rebbe made this statement only

a few weeks before declaring Limud Inyonei Geulah
u'Moshiach to be the “derech ha-yasharah” to bring the
Geulah, it doesn’t seem like a stretch to look at these two
hora’os together and come to the conclusion that the
deep concepts that Chassidus explains about Moshiach

1Perhaps the most famous examples are the sichos of Ches Cheshvan 5752 (bilti muga) and Lech Lecha 5752, where the Rebbe discusses the necessity
for us to begin to do “avodas ha-mochin,” a type of avodah that is consistently explained in Chassidus as being reserved for Yemos HaMoshiach.

2 Sichas Parshas Ki Sisa 5751, ois 10.

3 See the sicha (cited in footnote 2) for the Rebbe’s sources for this “translation” of “avodah zarah.” elPRIN

4 See Kuntres HaAvodah, Perek Beis, at length.
5 Tanya Perek 15.

and Geulah—like those listed in the question above—are
especially essential.

One could still ask the question: how does this fit with
the aforementioned idea of our generation focusing on
kabbalas ol and mesiras nefesh?

However, when we have clarity about what kabbalas

ol really means, we see that it is not a question at all.
Kabbalas Ol, generally speaking, is not a particular
mitzvah or action. It is an approach that we take to
everything we do. The approach is that we accept the fact
that Hashem has a certain way that He wants each of us to
act, and we do not do anything without weighing whether
itisinline with His Will.* Furthermore, we take this
approach even if we do not understand why He wants the
things that He wants (such as the reasons for the mitzvos).
Does this approach mean that we never use our intellect?
Obviously not! On the contrary, we know that Hashem
wants us to use our intellect to learn Torah—and, as the
Alter Rebbe emphasizes, much more than our nature
dictates.® If we fail to push ourselves to use our intellect in
the way that Hashem wants, this is the exact opposite of
kabbalas ol.

The same is true here. Just as an insufficient quantity

of limud haTorah is the opposite of kabbalas ol, so
too—based on the sicha quoted above—an insufficient
quality of limud haTorah is the opposite of kabbalas ol.
Therefore, if we really want to live with kabbalas ol, then,
on the contrary, we must do what the Rebbe is asking of
us and throw ourselves into the depth of Moshiach and
Geulah, doing everything we can—including seeking out a
teacher, if necessary—to understand and then teach these
concepts. True kabbalas ol dictates that we do this even

if we don’t understand why it is so important or how we
could really do it. We have to trust that the Rebbe knows
what he is saying and that Hashem will give us the kochos
to succeed.
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