
It is written in various sources1 that Moshe Rabbeinu was 

humbled by the avodah of the Jews in the last generation 

of Golus, for he foresaw that they would live in a time 

of great concealment of Elokus and that their avodah would be 

heavily based on kabbalas ol malchus shamayim—accepting 

the yoke of Hashem’s Kingship—as opposed to high levels of 

understanding or feelings of inspiration. If all of this is talking 

about us, like the Rebbe said it is,2 isn’t this proof that we can’t 

really be expected to develop strong, consistent longing for 

Moshiach to come? After all, that is a much more emotional type of 

avodah, and the whole idea of kabbalas ol is that we focus on action 

instead of our feelings.

Before we delve into the question itself, let’s remind ourselves 

that both these types of avodah—the avodah of kabbalas ol and the 

avodah of longing for Moshiach—were taught to us and demanded 

from us by the same Rebbe. If so, we should realize at the outset that there 

can’t be a real contradiction between the two. They are both parts of the 

Rebbe’s vision for our service of Hashem, and that means that we can be 

certain that they fit together somehow. When we take this as a premise and 

believe strongly that Hashem wants to serve Him in both these ways, it helps 

us get past the seeming contradiction and discover different ways in which 

both forms of avodah can play out in our lives. 

With that in mind, we can suggest one possible way—though it is certainly 

not the only way—that these two forms of avodah can come together.

As is often the case when dealing with nuances of avodas Hashem, it is 

vital to have a clear definition of the terms at hand. In this case, we need 

clarity about the definition of kabbalas ol. The key question is this: we all 

know that kabbalas ol is often contrasted with serving Hashem based on 

strong feelings of love and fear, but does that mean that a kabbalas ol-nik 

feels no emotions in his avodas Hashem at all? If this is what “kabbalas ol” 

means, then indeed, it does seem like a contradiction to developing that 

deep longing for Moshiach. But what if that’s not what “kabbalas ol” really 

means? What if the right definition is a bit more nuanced?

In the maamar V’HaIsh Moshe Anav 5698—a maamar about the opening 

point of the question above, that Moshe Rabbeinu was humbled by the 

kabbalas ol of the last generation—the Frierdieker Rebbe describes the 

kabbalas ol approach to mitzvos aseh as follows (emphasis mine):

...אבל בהעבודה אשר בדרך קבעומ”ש אינו יודע כוונת המצות ואין כוונתו לדבקה בו  
 ולא בשביל שיומשך איזה גילוי בעולם ע”י המצות, כ”א לקיים רצון ה’ בעשיית הדבר
 ההוא, ומשו”ז הוא עושה את המצוה ועושה אותה ברצון ובשמחה ולא בשביל עצמו,
כ”א לקיים רצון ה’...

“However, in the avodah of kabbalas ol malchus shamayim, one does not 

know the mystical intentions of the mitzvos, and his intent [in doing a 

mitzvah] is not to cleave to Hashem, nor in order to draw down a certain 

revelation into the world through the mitzvos, but rather to fulfill the Will 

of Hashem by doing that action, and because of this, he does the mitzvah, 

and does it willingly and with joy, not for his own sake, but to fulfill the 

Will of Hashem…”

We see here that although there are several feelings and kavannos that the 

Frierdieker Rebbe says are not part of the avodah of kabbalas ol, there are 

still certain feelings that clearly are part of true kabbalas ol. Imagine going 

through your day feeling what the Frierdieker Rebbe describes here—that 

every time you have the chance to do a mitzvah, you do it because you 

realize that this is the Will of G-d, and this causes you to want to do the 

mitzvah and even to find joy in doing it. This is not at all the “kabbalas ol 

approach” we may be used to thinking about. On the contrary, when we 

serve Hashem in this way, we should find ourselves to be full of joy! It is 

only that our motivation to do the mitzvos should not be our own search for 

inspiration or any other self-interest, but we still are clearly meant to enjoy 

the opportunity to fulfill Hashem’s Will. 

In a sicha on this week’s parsha, Parshas Eikev,3 the Rebbe explains a 

similar concept—namely, that our kabbalas ol should also come into our 

pnimiyus, i.e., our intellect and our emotions. Practically, the Rebbe says, 

this means that our avodah should have both advantages: (1) that the basis 

of our avodah is not our “hergesh” (feeling of appreciation/inspiration) but 

rather our commitment and bittul to Hashem, and (2) that this bittul should 

permeate every aspect of our existence, to the point that the fulfillment of 

Hashem’s Will becomes our geshmak.

From these two sources it comes out that proper kabbalas ol malchus 

shamayim, as explained by our Rebbeim, does not (only) mean that that 

we are willing to do a mitzvah even when we don’t appreciate it. Rather, 

we actually should appreciate the mitzvos, to the point that we feel joy and 

pleasure in performing them. It is only that the aspect of them that we 

appreciate is the fact that we are fulfilling Hashem’s Will when we do them, 

as opposed to any other benefit—even spiritual benefit—that they might be 

bringing us. To put it simply: a kabbalas ol-nik is supposed to want to fulfill 

Hashem’s Will and enjoy doing so.

If so, it becomes clear how kabbalas ol is not a contradiction to a passionate 

longing for Geulah. The basic definition of Yemos HaMoshiach according 

to halacha is that it is the time when the whole world will fulfill the mitzvos 

b’tachlis hashleimus.4 In reality, then, if we are living with true kabbalas 

ol—true desire to fulfill Hashem’s Will as it is expressed in Torah and 

mitzvos—then there is nothing we could want more than for Moshiach to 

come immediately.
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1 See Toras Menachem 5747, vol. 2, pg. 615, and the sources cited there.

2 This is the clear implication of the sicha cited in footnote 1.

לקו”ש חלק ט’, שיחה א’, אות ו'. 3

4 See .'לקו”ש חי”ח בלק, שיחה ב.
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