
The previous column addressed the question of 

whether it is important to teach children about 

Moshiach. The answer came from a very strong sicha 

of the Rebbe,1 in which the Rebbe said that we must teach 

children to yearn for Moshiach, to cry out that they want 

him to come, and to sing songs (even in English) about him, 

even if only for the reward of candy. The Rebbe concluded 

that discussion by declaring that we must teach all children 

about Moshiach according to their level and one who does not 

teach children in this way is being negligent in his mission of 

chinuch.

Obviously, these are quite strong words from the Rebbe. One 

might wonder: suppose, in theory, that an educator does not 

successfully instill in his talmidim a longing for Moshiach, but 

he does successfully bring them to a truly high level of Limud 

HaTorah, where they have a passion for learning and can really 

understand Chumash, Halacha, Mishnayos, and Gemara. Are 

we really to consider this “negligent” chinuch? If so, how can 

we possibly understand this?

We can answer quite simply based on another point that 

the Rebbe said previously in that same sicha, which is that 

Moshiach—including the longing for Moshiach, אחכה לו בכל 

 is one of the Thirteen Principles of Faith, and it is just as—יום שיבא

important as any of the other Principles. Let us reflect on what that 

means in very practical terms.

Consider: how would we feel about our children’s chinuch if it were 

missing one of the other Principles of Faith? What if a child could read 

and translate the whole Parshas Bereishis but didn’t believe in the 

existence of the Creator? What if he mastered the halachos of all the 

Yamim Tovim of Tishrei, but he felt that they were no longer relevant 

because he didn’t believe that the Torah is eternal and can never be 

replaced? What if he loved learning the stories in Navi but didn’t 

actually believe that G-d communicates with people? Obviously, this is 

not the type of chinuch we want for our kids. 

Now, obviously Hashem gave us a yetzer hara, so these types of doubts 

and challenges do sometimes come up, and with Hashem’s help we 

overcome them. However, if it is at all possible that the reason such 

a challenge came up is because we are not actively teaching these 

foundations of Yiddishkeit, then, as parents and mechanchim, we have 

to do whatever it takes to correct that. Failure to do so would, indeed, be 

negligent.

The same exact logic applies with regard to the 12th Principle of Faith, 

the coming of Moshiach. If a child can learn Torah well, but he does not 

believe in and long for Moshiach (in a way that is appropriate for his age 

and maturity, of course), this is not merely a detail of his Yiddishkeit 

that is missing. It is one of the fundamentals, just as fundamental as 

believing that Hashem created the world and gave the Torah at Har 

Sinai. Now, again, we all know that the yetzer hara can cause challenges 

and doubts, but no one is expecting perfection. It is only that we, as 

parents and mechanchim, have to do our part to teach our kids about 

Moshiach. It is, seemingly, not necessarily the lack of results, but 

the lack of activity and effort in this area that the Rebbe refers to as 

negligence.2

Perhaps we can add that although that particular sicha only mentions 

the belief in and longing for Moshiach, which is the 12th Principle of 

Faith, all of the above applies equally to the 13th Principle of Faith, 

which is the belief in Techiyas Ha-Meisim, the resurrection of the dead. 

If the Rebbe’s perspective about the 12th Principle is that it is just as 

important as all of the others, there is seemingly no reason why the 13th 

should be an exception. Plus, we know that the two of them go together, 

as we know that Techiyas Ha-Meisim (generally) happens only after the 

coming of Moshiach. If so, it seems that when we teach our children and 

talmidim about Moshiach, we must include Techiyas Ha-Meisim as a 

key point in the discussion.

As with the previous column, this lesson about Moshiach in chinuch is 

something we adults can apply to ourselves as well. We are currently 

in the month of Elul, the month of accounting, when we are meant to 

take time to make a cheshbon ha-nefesh, evaluating our avodas Hashem 

over the course of the last year. In the same way that we now know that 

it is not enough for our children to learn Torah and do mitzvos without 

strong emunah in Moshiach and Techiyas Ha-Meisim, the same is true 

of our own avodah, and this should be a component of our cheshbon 

ha-nefesh. Perhaps this is a simple, practical takeaway from the fact 

that one of the famous roshei teivos of Elul—אשירו לה' ויאמרו לאמור—is 

connected to Geulah. 

Maintaining real, constant belief in and longing for Moshiach and 

Techiyas Ha-Meisim can be a challenge for us all, but if we are all willing 

to evaluate ourselves honestly, then we can also work together to 

strengthen ourselves and each other in our emunah and tzipiyah, with 

the type of ahavas Yisroel and achdus Yisroel that is fitting for these 

days leading up to Tishrei—and, b’ezras Hashem, leading up to the true 

and complete Geulah.

1 Shabbos Parshos Terumah 5741 (bilti muga). Available in English from Sichos in English at: http://www.sie.org/templates/sie/

article_cdo/aid/2553918/jewish/Shabbos-Parshas-Terumah-3rd-Day-of-Adar-I-5741-1981.htm

2 That said, we also know that effort and results are connected: .יגעתי ולא מצאתי, אל תאמין
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