
Q What is your reaction when you hear someone 

point to what they believe is a siman of Geulah? 

Hope? Excitement? Frustration? Boredom?

Whether it’s the advancement of modern technology, 

a major shift in international politics, extraordinary 

weather conditions, or a rare eclipse, there are plenty of 

things happening these days that people are pointing to as 

signs of the imminence of the Geulah.

Let’s put aside—at least for this week—the issue of figuring 

out which “simanim” we should take seriously. After all, 

there are quite a few signs that the Rebbe pointed to in 

various sichos, and we certainly have no doubt that we 

can rely on these. The question is: what is even the point 

of having simanei Geulah? Why do our Sages and our 

Rebbeim tell us about them, and what are we supposed to 

do when we see them?

A The key to the answer is strong emunah: 

emunah in the truth of the words of our Sages, 

emunah that everything is truly hashgacha 

protis, and emunah that Moshiach is real.

If we don’t have strong enough emunah in the words of 

Chazal, then of course, simanei Geulah will not mean 

anything to us. If we don’t have strong enough emunah 

in hashgacha protis, then we are likely to write off the 

simanim as just “coincidence.” If we don’t have strong 

enough emunah that Moshiach is real, then we probably 

won’t want to hear about simanei Geulah at all. However, 

if we do have all of that emunah, then we can start to see 

what simanei Geulah are really all about.

If we remove all doubt from our minds, then we know 

with certainty that Moshiach is coming, and we know with 

certainty that our service of Hashem is what causes him to 

come. It is only a matter of time and effort. We also know 

that every detail of what happens in the world is under 

Hashem’s complete control and that He told us (through 

the Torah, the Sages, the Rebbeim, etc.) how He will 

conduct the world in the time just before the Geulah.

If so, then simanei Geulah are much more than just 

unusual events that make us feel like the world is 

changing. Rather, they are a form of communication that 

Hashem sends to us, telling us that He is almost ready to 

bring about the Geulah.1

When we see the simanim in that way—that they are 

messages from Hashem that it is almost time for the 

Geulah—then the appropriate response is to strengthen 

our emunah and tzipiyah for Moshiach.2 Truthfully, if 

we really have the proper perspective, those feelings 

should be a natural response to seeing simanei Geulah, 

not even something we have to work on. We see from the 

famous sicha of Mishpatim 5752 that this was the Rebbe’s 

approach. After explaining how the events of that week 

were the beginning3 of the fulfillment of the nations 

“beating their swords into plowshares”—a very powerful 

siman of Geulah, to say the least—the Rebbe responded 

to the fact that we nevertheless remain in Golus with very 

strong expressions of wonder and pain.4

There is another key aspect to our response, which we can 

also see was the Rebbe’s approach in that same sicha.5 In 

addition to the feelings of emunah and tzipiyah, we have 

to bring those feelings into action—namely, actions that 

speed up the process and finish the job of bringing the 

Geulah. By now, we know well that one of the best actions 

we can take—the “derech ha-yasharah”—is to increase 

the quality and quantity of our learning and teaching of 

Inyonei Moshiach u’Geulah.
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1 This can be compared to the Baal Shem Tov’s teaching that when you see a flaw in another person, it is really Hashem’s way of 

showing you that you have something similar in yourself that you need to work on. Even though there is no prophecy involved, 

nor anything of the sort, it is nevertheless a true communication from Hashem. We just have to train ourselves to see it that way.

2 See Sichas Parshas Toldos 5750, ois 11, where the Rebbe discusses the relevance of the miraculous political revolutions of that 

time—which the Rebbe classifies as simanei Geulah—to our avodas Hashem.

3 See ois 2.

4 See ois 9.

5 See ois 10.
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