
Q One of the statements that the Rebbe repeated again 

and again in the last few years of sichos is that the 

avodah of Golus has been completed. Is this just 

something the Rebbe said to get us excited, or is there practical 

relevance to this statement to our day-to-day lives?

A In my mind, there are several relevant shifts in our 

perspective that should come from this statement 

that the Rebbe so insistently repeated. However, if 

you’re looking for something more “b’poel mamash” than just a 

perspective, the clearest, most tangible answer I have found is in 

the sicha of Tazria-Metzorah 5751. 

The sicha is most famous for the Rebbe’s declaration that 

learning Torah about Moshiach and Geulah (Malchus 

shebeTiferes)1 is the “straight path (the easiest and fastest way 

from among all the ways of the Torah)”2 to bring Moshiach. 

However, the Rebbe does not simply announce this out of 

nowhere. Over the course of the sicha, the Rebbe develops 

certain ideas that help understand why that is the case. At one 

point, the Rebbe clearly connects this instruction to learn 

Torah about Moshiach and Geulah with the fact that we have 

completed the avodah that we were meant to do in Golus.

The key paragraph for our purposes is found in ois 9, where the 

Rebbe seeks to connect the first Mishnah in this week’s perek of 

Pirkei Avos to Geulah.3 The Mishnah states: “Rebbi says: which is 

the straight path that a man (adam) should choose for himself?” 

The Rebbe makes several diyukim on this, and one of them is on 

the word adam, which is a word for “man” that connotes a high 

level of personal and spiritual perfection.4 On this, the Rebbe 

comments that in our generation—the last generation of Golus, 

the heels of Moshiach, when we have already finished all of the 

aspects of avodah that needed to be done over the course of 

Golus—we can say that the whole Jewish people is (collectively) 

on this level of perfection referred to by the term “adam.”

According to this (as well as the other diyukim there), the Rebbe 

“teitches up” the Mishnah’s question as follows:5 since we have 

already completed the avodah of Golus, which is the straight 

path (the easiest and fastest way from among all the ways of the 

Torah) that the Jewish people—who are collectively called adam 

because they have finished all aspects of their avodah—should 

choose in order to effect the revelation and coming of Moshiach?

In that ois of the sicha, the Rebbe answers based on the answer 

in the Mishnah—tiferes, which here means Torah. However, 

in the next several osios, the Rebbe connects this also to that 

day’s count in Sefiras HaOmer, Malchus shebeTiferes, coming 

to the clear conclusion that we need to arouse all Yidden in 

every place—men (both yoshvei ohel and baalei esek), women, 

and children—to “add in learning Torah (especially) in Inyonei 

Geulah u’Moshiach.”6

If so, the answer to the initial question is clear. The practical 

relevance of the fact that we have finished the avodah of Golus is 

that we need to work to encourage and inspire the whole Jewish 

people to learn about Moshiach, each person on their own level, 

to the point that their understanding of Geulah creates a longing 

for it, and this becomes motivation to increase in learning Torah 

and fulfilling mitzvos b’hiddur.

That last point—that our understanding of Moshiach and 

Geulah should become the “fuel” that helps us learn Torah 

and do mitzvos on a high level—is expressed in a sicha that the 

Rebbe spoke several weeks later, as a continuation to the sicha 

of Tazria-Metzora.7 There, the Rebbe reiterated the hora’ah 

to learn about Moshiach and further explained the goal of 

the learning. That goal is that we should fill our minds with 

enough understanding about Moshiach and Geulah that our 

understanding spills over into our emotions, as well as into our 

thought, speech, and action, bringing us to live in a way that is 

appropriate for the special time that we live in, when we are on 

the doorstep of the Geulah.

AND

WE “FINISHED THE AVODAH”… 

NOW WHAT?

1 See ois 12.

2 Ois 9. See further on.

3 Note ois alef of the sicha, where the Rebbe indicates that 

the goal of the sicha is to explain how all of the inyonim 

of that Shabbos (the parsha, Pirkei Avos, Sefiras HaOmer, 

etc.) are connected to Geulah as well as the individual 

responsibility of each Jew to bring the Geulah, which the 

Rebbe spoke about on Chof-Ches Nissan.

4 See ois 4 and Likkutei Torah cited there.

5 See the sicha inside for the diyukim that the Rebbe makes 

to get to this explanation of the Mishna.

6 See ois 13.

7 Sichas Parshas Balak 5751, ois 9. Note footnote 91 there, 

which indicates that that sicha is b’hemshech to the sicha of 

Tazria-Metzora.
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