STRENGTHENING OUR EMUNAH IV
MOSHIACH THROUGH CHASSIDUS PART'T

In your column for Chof Cheshvan, you
suggested that we need to learn Chassidus
in a way that strengthens our emunah in the

coming of Moshiach. Can you explain what exactly that
could look like? -Yehuda M.

This is a vital question and a perfect one

for Chodesh Kislev, so we’ll try to address

at least a few aspects of it over the next few
weeks.

One of the main challenges involved in developing
complete emunah in the coming of Moshiach is that it
requires us to believe that the way we experience the
world will change significantly. We are used to a world in
which the true nature of Yidden, Torah, and mitzvos is
hidden. The way Hashem recreates us at every moment
through Seder Hishtalshelus is read about in books,

not seen with our eyes. We do not find ourselves able to
automatically obey His Will, like a Tzaddik; rather, serving
Him takes real work on our nefesh ha-bahamis. Even
though we know that all of this will change in the Geulah,
we might find—at least sometimes—that living day after
day in this world of concealment can challenge our faith
and make Moshiach feel like a dream.

One way that Chassidus helps us deal with this particular
obstacle is by training our intellect to define the world
we live in as a temporary experience. It is as if we have to
“reprogram” ourselves, replacing our natural impression
of the physical world with the perspective of Chassidus.

In the coming weeks, G-d willing, we hope to explore

at least one example of how we see this concept in the
haskalah of Chassidus. For now, though, let’s begin with a
simple example, a moshol from the Mitteler Rebbe.!

1) The following is summarizing and paraphrasing from the introduction to the sefer Ner Mitzvah v'Torah Ohr. i-:--

2) See Megillah 14a.

BY ARYEH GUREWITZ

The Mitteler Rebbe compares our relationship with
Hashem—i.e., that of the whole Klal Yisroel throughout all
the generations—to the relationship of a father and son,
where the father has hidden from the son in order to get
his son to look for him. Before the father decided to hide,
the son knew the father face-to-face and knew that his
father loved him. If the son is wise and mature, then he
realizes that the father would never really abandon him,
and, recognizing that his father is just playing a game, he
happily searches all the places where he knows his father
usually goes. The father continues to hide, but he knows
his son is looking for him, and that causes him to feel even
more love for his son than before. Eventually, the father
comes out of hiding and showers his son with more love
and affection than ever before.

We—Hashem’s children—also know Him from before this
time of concealment. He took us out of Mitzrayim with
open miracles, revealed Himself to us at Krias Yam Suf
and Matan Torah, guided us through a miraculous life in
the Midbar for 40 years, spoke to millions? of Nevi’im, and
established the Beis HaMikdash, where miracles were
done every day. If we are “wise and mature children” of
Hashem, like in the moshol, then we should realize that
the fact that our Father is not currently revealing Himself
to us the way he did in the past is only because He wants
us to look for Him. But this is only temporary, and He fully
plans to reveal Himself to us—and, on the contrary, more
openly and lovingly than ever—in the time of Geulah.

This moshol is an excellent place to start training our
minds to recognize that Golus is only temporary. May the
contemplation of this truth help bring us closer to seeing
it with our own eyes, with the coming of Moshiach.
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